
 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY 
PHONE:  609.896.1766          FAX:  609.896.1347          WEB:  www.msnj.org   

EMAIL:  info@msnj.org          ADDRESS:  2 Princess Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 

April 2, 2020 

Judith M. Persichilli, R.N., B.S.N., M.A. 
Acting Commissioner of Health 
P.O. Box 360 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 

RE: ACF Tax Relief 

Dear Commissioner Persichilli: 

We are writing to advise of the dire condition of private medical practices and physician owned 
ambulatory care facilities.  

The recent Executive Order essentially ending elective procedures for the foreseeable future, is causing 
great financial distress in privately owned practices. Without relief, we have concerns about practice 
and facility shutdowns and layoffs when our healthcare system will be in dire need of trained human 
resources. 

We have requested professional liability insurers to defer or suspend billing for premiums at this time. 
We are working with practices to connect them to low cost loan programs. But we need to do more. 

We are formally requesting the NJ Department of Treasury cease the collection of the Ambulatory 
Facility Care Tax for the foreseeable future so these facilities can maintain staffing and operations over 
the next few weeks. This action will allow Ambulatory Care Facilities to remain open to take pressure off 
hospitals and continue to perform necessary healthcare services.  

These physician owned practices are not sitting with months of cash on hand. These practices need 
revenues to continue operations and meet payroll. Physicians and physician owned facilities stand ready 
to assist with patient care that will likely be transferred from the hospital setting in the next week.  

Please contact me, or MSNJ President Marc J. Levine, MD as soon as possible so we can advise our 
members accordingly.  

Thank you, 

      

Marc J. Levine, MD      Lawrence Downs, Esq. 
President       CEO     
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Appendix – Letters  
 
 
 

1. Atlantic Medical Imaging 
2. Coastal Surgery Center 
3. Denville Diagnostics, Star MRI  
4. Denville Surgery Center 

5. Endoscopy Center of Hackensack, Endoscopy Center of Bergen County 
6. Hackensack Radiology Group 
7. Hamilton Surgery Center 
8. Lakewood Surgical Center 
9. Larchmont Imaging 
10. Memorial Ambulatory Surgery Center  
11. Mercer County Surgery Center 
12. Northern Monmouth Regional Surgery Center 
13. Princeton Radiology Associates 
14. Riverside Surgical Center of Newark 
15. Same Day Surgery  
16. South Jersey Radiology 
17. Suburban Endoscopy Center 
18. Surgical Specialists at Princeton 

19. The Stone Center  
20. Toms River Surgery Center 
21. University Radiology  
22. Vanguard ASC 
23. West Morris Surgery Center 



Chandni Bhimani 
Atlantic Medical Imaging 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
I am a breast and body radiologist at Atlantic Medical Imaging. For the following reasons the 
ACF tax is a burden on our practice. We have locations in 5 counties and we employ 550 
employees. The communities and employees we serve are in need of our services; this ACF tax 
is adding insult to injury. Our offices provide non-COVID affected patients a safe and accessible 
location to obtain their imaging studies. We need to keep these patients away from risk of 
COVID-19 which occurs when they avoid necessary health services due to fear or go to the 
hospital.  
 
Many of our patients have cancer, and thus are immunocompromised or are elderly and have 
an even greater risk if they go to the hospital. With this ACF tax and the reduction in patient 
volumes we are needing to exercise emergency lines of credit to sustain the practice. Closing 
our doors means we’re turning a blind eye to our communities and our employees.  
 
Due to increased demands at the hospital for COVID-19 patients and the accompanying risk, 
our patients who need imaging unrelated to COVID-19 need a safe place to go for their imaging; 
the services private imaging centers provide is critical. We need to keep our offices open and 
fully staffed.  
 
Please aid us in providing for our communities and keeping those patients that needn’t be in 
the hospital away from the hospital and away from COVID-19 as they deal with their own 
health issues. Please defer or at the least reduce the tax to help us remain open and functioning 
with proper staff and technology. 
 
Thank you, 
Chandni Bhimani, DO 
 



 

 

 

Otolaryngology • Head and Neck Surgery • Board Certified in Pediatric and Adult Care 
3700 Route 33, Suite LL01, Neptune, NJ  07753 

Phone:  732-280-5055 Fax:  732-361-2056 • CoastalSurgeryNJ.com 

 

 

 
April 2, 2020 
 
 
RE:  ACF Relief Request 
 
 
To Whom This May Concern, 
 
 
The recent COVID-19 pandemic has led to a cease in operations of Coastal Surgery Center.  As most of 
the cases we perform are elective, per Executive Order 109, our last day operating was March I8,2020. 
 
Cessation of operations is causing a significant financial hardship on our Center.  Despite loss of 
revenue generating procedures, we have maintained staff to be available for ‘emergent cases’ and in 
anticipation of assisting with overflow from our neighboring Medical Center.   
 
Coastal Surgery Center is in the process of applying for loans to offset the financial burden of this 
pandemic.  A deferral or reduction in the ACF tax will greatly aid in keeping our doors open so we may 
resume operations as soon we are permitted to do so.  
 
It is my hope this request, made during these unprecedented times, is granted.  If you need any 
additional information to support this request, please reach out to me directly.  
 
Stay well,  
 
Maria Gresko 
Administrator 
Coastal Surgery Center, LLC 
mgresko@coastalhearing.com  
 
 



Michael Dwyre 
Denville Diagnostices 
Star MRI  
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
My name is Mike Dwyre and I own 3 imaging facilities in New Jersey......Denville Diagnostics in 
Denville, Morris County.....Star MRI in Wayne, Passaic County.........Radiology Center of Fair 
Lawn in Fair Lawn, Bergen County. 
 
It's my understanding that you're the person to talk to about the onerous tax we face each year 
known as the Ambulatory Assessment Tax.  For my three facilities this is upwards of 25 
thousand dollars per month.  It has always been a particular burden and has consistently been 
higher than my profits.  Now that COVID-19 has hit it's an outrageously difficult sum to pay. 
Due to the virus, we've had to lay off at least half of our staff and our volume has decreased 
dramatically.  Facilities like ours need to be open to take the burden off of our local hospitals 
that are overwhelmed by COVID-19. 
 
This tax is based on last year's volume and I guarantee you those volume figures will be 
completely unreachable this year.  My request is that you defer this tax indefinitely to help our 
facilities remain open and viable and serving our patient population.  It's critical to make this 
decision before we all are forced to close which will further burden our overloaded hospital 
systems. 
 
Thank You,  
 
Mike Dwyre 
cell #201-738-2163 
 



 
 

Lori Horton MSN, RN 
Denville Surgery Center 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
Due the Covid-19 crisis in New Jersey there has been a severe impact on our Ambulatory 
Center’s Operations and Revenue in March 2020 and will most likely continue for 3-4 additional 
months. 
 
There has been a 95% reduction in patient volume and this has led to the need to furlough 
many employees and has impacted the all staff and has may make needed technology 
unavailable.  The need to exercise emergency lines of credit to sustain the surgical centers is 
vital or many centers may result in forcing both Physicians and patients back the hospital for 
outpatient surgical services that should be performed in ambulatory surgical centers.  Due to 
the Executive Order last week by Governor Murphy we have had to greatly reduce the number 
and types of surgery we normally perform and we have had to completely eliminate all elective 
surgeries. In fact, many physician’s offices have closed temporarily.   A deferral or reduction in 
the ACF tax will help immensely in preserving operating funds that will allow the Surgery Center 
to re-open after the pandemic subsides in New Jersey and will allow us to reestablish 
functioning with appropriate staff and technology after the pandemic. 
 
Please pass this information along to help affect some TAX RELIEF with the Governor and the NJ 
legislature.   
 
 
 
Lori Horton MSN, RN 
Administrator 
Denville Surgery Center 
3130 Route 10 West, Suite 200 
Denville, NJ 07834 
 

 



Aaron Shechter, CASC 
Endoscopy Center of Hackensack 
Paramus Endoscopy dba Endoscopy Center of Bergen County 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
Both of my centers are requesting either a 120 deferral or a complete abatement of the 
6/15/2020 ACF payment this represents 25% of our ACF Tax for the last fiscal year. 
 
Endoscopy Center of Hackensack, LLC dba Hackensack Endoscopy Center Lic #23065 
Paramus Endoscopy, LLC dba Endoscopy Center of Bergen County Lic#24085 
 
We appreciate all efforts to obtain some relief of this tax payment that is currently due during 
this difficult health and financial crisis due to COVID-19. 
 
 
 
Aaron Shechter, CASC 
Administrator 
ashechter@uspi.com 
(973) 479 9696 (Cell) 
www.endobergenco.com 
www.hackensackendo.com 
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Mohit Naik, MD, President  
Hackensack Radiology Group 

 
March 25, 2020 
 
To: Mr. Lawrence Downs, Executive Director of the Medical Society of New Jersey 
 
Hackensack Radiology Group’s imaging centers are an essential component of the NJ health 
care system with a long track record of providing high quality, low cost medical care in  
convenient patient-centric locations. Many of the advanced techniques utilized in our facilities 
are not readily available, even at academic medical centers. In addition, we are a vital economic 
driver for the state, employing 190 New Jersey residents and paying over 1.3 million in 
corporate and state taxes. 
 
The COVID-19 crisis has resulted in a 60% reduction in our facilities volume due to forced 
quarantines and deferred elective procedures. As the crisis evolves, we are forecasting further 
reductions in volume for the foreseeable future. Our imaging centers are inherently capital 
intensive with high fixed costs and overhead. A large component of this overhead is the  
ambulatory care facility tax. This tax (which is not based on profit, but rather total revenue) 
significantly hinders our ability to weather such a severe loss in volume. We have already had to 
layoff  35% of our staff this past week. We are concerned if we do not receive any relief from 
our high overhead costs, we will be forced to close our doors and layoff 100% of our 
employees. 
 
We are asking during this unprecedented crisis you please consider deferring the ambulatory 
facilities tax in order for us to remain open and continue providing high quality healthcare to 
the residents of NJ. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Mohit Naik, MD 
President 
Hackensack Radiology Group 



Christopher Wetzel RN, MBA 
Hamilton Surgery Center L.L.C. 
 
 
 

Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
Good Morning, I am writing to request that you lobby on behalf of my surgery center and 
others to provide the facilities some relief on the upcoming ASC assessment tax that will be due 
in on June 15th.  I have paid my March Assessment.    I do not see any reasonable way that my 
facility will be able to pay $81,504.21 on June 15th considering the fact that we will not have any 
revenue or surgical cases for the forcible future.  I appreciate any help you can provide with this 
matter.   
 
 
My facility information is: 
Hamilton Surgery Center L.L.C. 
1445 Whitehorse-Mercerville Road 
Hamilton, NJ 08619 
License # 23393 
Assessment Tracking Number #FY2020-23393 
 
Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. 
 
Christopher Wetzel RN, MBA 
Administrator 
Hamilton Surgery Center L.L.C. 
 



Rochele Herzog, BSN, RN 
Lakewood Surgery Center 
 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey, 
 
Due the Covid-19 crisis in New Jersey there has been a severe impact on our Ambulatory 
Center’s Operations and Revenue in March 2020 and will most likely continue for 3-4 additional 
months. 
 
There has been a 100% reduction in patient volume and this has led to the need to furlough 
many employees. This has also impacted the needed technology, unavailable to us.  The need 
to exercise emergency lines of credit to sustain the surgical centers is vital or many centers may 
result in forcing both Physicians and patients back the hospital for outpatient surgical services 
that should be performed in ambulatory surgical centers.  Due to the Executive Order last week 
by Governor Murphy we have had to greatly reduce the number and types of surgery we 
normally perform and we have had to completely eliminate all elective surgeries. In fact, many 
physician’s offices have closed temporarily.   A deferral or reduction in the ACF tax will help 
immensely in preserving operating funds that will allow the Surgery Center to re-open after the 
pandemic subsides in New Jersey and will allow us to reestablish functioning with appropriate 
staff and technology after the pandemic. 
 
Please pass this information along to help affect some TAX RELIEF with the Governor and the NJ 
legislature.   
 
 
Rochele Herzog, BSN, RN 
Administrator Lakewood Surgery Center 
Cell: 732-239-4784 
Office: 732-719-1802 
 



Vincent Taormina, MD 
Larchmont Imaging 
 
 
 
Larry Downs 
Executive Director MSNJ 
 
Dear Mr. Downs, 
 
I am a radiologist with Larchmont Imaging Associates located in Burlington County. I wanted to 
make you and the MSNJ aware of the serious issues facing outpatient radiology because of the 
COVID-19 crisis. We have multiple imaging centers and employed over 300 people prior to the 
COVID crisis. Government regulations and as well as other recommendations resulting from 
COVID-19 have caused our volumes to decrease over 65%. We have had to layoff over 50% of 
our workforce.  
 
We continue to try and stay open to offer imaging to people that have medical issues not 
related to COVID-19 as the hospitals are not able to handle non COVID imaging and it is safer 
for patients to be in an outpatient setting. Private outpatient imaging centers are critical to the 
healthcare delivery system at this time of crisis.  
 
We urgently need support from the government. The ambulatory tax should be immediately 
waived and the waiver should remain in place until the healthcare delivery system has 
recovered from this crisis. 
 
Thanks for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Vincent Taormina MD 
 



 
Catherine C Retzbach RN BSN CASC CAIP 
Memorial Ambulatory Surgery Center 
 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey, 
 
I am writing to request relief from the ACF tax.  We have not been performing any cases since 
March 18th and do not know when we will start operations again.  We normally perform about 
350 cases per month and for March we did 165 and then closed.  Right now in April, we are not 
scheduled to perform any cases.  We have furloughed our staff.   
 
Any relief from the tax will assist us with getting back on our feet when we re-open.  The cost of 
PPE supplies has increased and the availability to obtain has decreased.  This has created a need 
for additional cash flow. 
 
Thank you 
 
Catherine C Retzbach RN BSN CASC CAIP 
Memorial Ambulatory Surgery Center 
160 Madison Ave 
Mt Holly NJ 08060 
609-265-7800 
Fax 609-914-7673 
 



Nicholas Pesarcik 
Mercer County Surgery Center 
 
 
 
March 30, 2020 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Mercer County Surgery Center in response to the ACF impact on our 
ASC. Thank you and the NJAASC for making this topic a priority. 
 
Mercer County Surgery Center (MCSC) has long served the community as a 100% physician 
owned ASC. In 2018, we opened a new, 14,000 square foot facility to better serve our patient 
and physician population. Being physician owned, we do not have the advantage of a large 
contracting or purchasing arm like the ASC management companies but we do offer a close 
relationship with the patients we serve. As a result of COVID-19 and the directive to delay 
essential cases, our center would greatly benefit from a reduction or elimination to the ACF 
assessment.  
 

- Since 3/16/2020 our weekly volume has been reduced by 90%. This reduction is a result 
of the EO elective surgery order. Based on the most recent information, this reduction 
will likely continue until 5/4/2020. Additionally, we were forced to reduce our nursing 
staff by 95% leaving only members to cover the 2-5 essential cases we have per week.   

- We have worked with our banking partners to extend line of credit options, however 
with the opening of our new center in 2018, we are leveraged higher than normal. This 
factor has affected our ability to extend credit. 

 
Historically, our Center has paid $50,000 quarterly to the State of New Jersey as a result of the 
ACF assessment. In light of the COVID19 pandemic, forgiveness of this assessment would 
greatly improve the financial position of our Center and allow us to continue to provide the 
appropriate care to our community.   
 
Nicholas Pesarcik 
Finance Manager 
Mercer County Surgery Center 
Phone (267) 212-0304 
 
 



Carolyn Davern, RN, BSN, BC 
Northern Monmouth Regional Surgery Center 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey, 
 
We have had a significant impact to our Surgery Center at Northern Monmouth Regional 
Surgery Center. Our center has been closed due to Positive COVID-19 to several of my 
employees. I will be re-opening on April 8, 2020 but only once a week for Critical Cases.  I went 
from 370-400 cases a month to possibly 12 cases a month due to the Executive Order.  
 
If we could have a deferral or reduction in our taxes, that would help us to remain open and 
function with the appropriate staff and technology needed now and after this pandemic.  It is 
so important for our community.  
 
Thank you for your time! 
 
Be safe! 
 
Carolyn Davern, RN, BSN, BC 
Administrator 
cdavern@uspi.com 
Northern Monmouth Regional Surgery Center 
195 Highway #9 
Suite 210 
Manalapan, NJ  07726 
Phone: 732-358-6500 ext. 109 
Fax:    732-358-6501 
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David C. Youmans, MD 
Fellow, American College of Radiology 

Princeton Radiology Associates 
619 Alexander Road 

Suite 203 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Cell:  908-246-3586 
 
 
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear Mr. Downs: 
 
Thank you for taking the lead in seeking relief from the Ambulatory Care Facility (ACF) Tax to 
allow practices to remain solvent for the immediate future and to keep offices open in order to 
serve our patients who are facing a new and accelerating reduction in ability to meet their 
imaging needs. 
 
As requested, I am providing a letter describing the immediate and projected negative impact 
we at Princeton Radiology Associates are experiencing and projecting.  I am writing this in lieu 
of our president and administrative leadership as they are overwhelmed with managing the 
fallout from this health care crisis. 
 
The pace of change for us is breathtaking.  Modeling future predictions is extraordinarily 
difficult.  I am providing some relevant data that I hope will be illustrative: 
 
Our office volumes are down 71% over the last 2 weeks alone and is predicted to drop further.  
We are trying desperately to continue providing service to our patient area (much of central 
New Jersey, from Princeton to Freehold, and from Hillsborough to the Quakerbridge area), but 
fixed costs are unusually high in the imaging business, which is heavily reliant on advanced 
technology and highly skilled technologists.  Our immediate response is outlined below, but we 
believe that we will have to take even more drastic action in the near future unless the impact 
of this pandemic is significantly less dire than predicted. 
 
We are now closing offices mid-day, sending employees home early either without pay or 
quickly using and exhausting paid time off (PTO), and have already closed one office 
completely. We have laid of 87 employees in the past 4 days and are hoping desperately that 
we can somehow avoid further layoffs. 
 
We have implemented: 

- Hiring freeze 
- Overtime freeze 
- Wage freeze 
- Elimination of all 401k profit-sharing and match programs 



 
We have been forced to exhaust our business line of credit of nearly $2 million and convert a $2 
million equipment line of credit to general use in the hope of preserving office hours through 
April and May. 
 
All health care personnel in our corporation are taking an initial 50% reduction in pay, with the 
strong expectation that this will progress further.  We have requested relief/forbearance for 
rent, insurance, lease payments and every other recurring cost for which we are responsible, 
with limited success. 
 
The financial pressure to close offices cannot be overstated, coming at a time when hospitals 
are already turning away outpatients, and when other radiology offices are closing.  As an 
example, I took a call last week from a primary care physician who was overjoyed that she had 
finally found a radiology practice that was still available and open for her patients.  We image 
patients who rely on us to diagnose breast cancers, lung and solid organ cancers, appendicitis, 
pneumonias, strokes and brain tumors, to name just a few important diagnoses that we see 
daily.  Our ability to provide these services on a timely basis is at risk for the first time in our 
long history of serving the central New Jersey area. 
 
As an interventional radiologist, I will soon be operating on COVID patients in our hospitals, 
with all of the fears and anxiety that accompanies placing my staff and family at risk of 
contracting COVID-19.  I am grateful that you are leading the effort to reduce the crushing 
financial impact of this pandemic by pursuing relief from the ACF Tax. Reducing the worry of 
closing our outpatient offices and being unable to provide adequate service to our outpatients 
would be more welcome than I can describe. 
 
 
Very sincerely yours, 
 
David C. Youmans, MD 
 
 
ADDENDUM as of 3/29/2020:  Within the last two days, we have evaluated the rapidly changing 
financial situation and have had to make the very difficult decision to place an additional 27 
employees on unpaid leave of absence and reduce all other employees to half time.  We will 
continue to do all we can to keep our offices open, but feel relief from the ACF tax is now more 
important than ever. 



Alice Lazore 
Riverside Surgical Center of Newark 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
I’m hoping this note finds you staying healthy during this tumultuous time we are all surfing 
thru. 
 
I’m grateful NJAASC sent another email yesterday as I missed the previous one. 
 
I am the CEO/Administrator for an 8700 s.f. center with 2 ORs and 1 procedure room located in 
Newark, NJ (Essex County).  I’m submitting this information because we were expected to open 
our doors end of March and in light of COVID19 have had to furlough staff/personnel and close 
operations. 
 
Please consider suspending or waiving the ACF Tax on Ambulatory Surgical Centers due to the 
crisis we are within.  Newark, NJ in itself on 3/31/2020 announced “Operation Lockdown” 
because they cannot stop the spread of the virus.  Essex County is a small number behind 
Bergen County with COVID19 cases/deaths but hopefully with Operations Lockdown/police 
enforcement we will not surpass Bergen County.  The city is close to ground zero. 
 
We have closed before we opened and the impact financially is a tremendous loss.  As a small 
business we canceled planned cases; limited funds to pay our employees’ salaries, health 
benefits vs. pushing them to unemployment; vendors still need to be paid; rent/electrical costs 
remain the same.   
 
I am wishful this look into Riverside Surgical Center of Newark will aid you and colleagues to 
consider suspending, waiving or at least deferring the ACF tax on ASC’s.    
 
The ACF Tax is clearly an unnecessary burden for us and any assistance that can be provided to 
ASC’s would be greatly appreciated.  I am confident NJ and the country will make it through this 
crisis, financially though this tax relief would be a light to these dark times. 
 
Stay healthy, please!  And, feel free to contact me further if necessary. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Alice Lazore | Riverside Surgical Center of Newark 
CEO/Administrator  
393 Mulberry Street, Newark, NJ 07102 
(O) 201-645-6125 (C) 973-985-9954 (F) 973-273-4809 
Alice.Lazore@scasurgery.com| www.riversidesurgicalcenternewark.com | 
www.scasurgery.com 
Clinical Quality - Integrity - Service Excellence - Teamwork - Accountability - Continuous 
Improvement 
 
Surgical Care Affiliates is part of OptumCare 
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Nicole Orlacchio 
Same Day Surgery Center 
 
 
My name is Nicole Orlacchio and I am the Administrator from Same Day Surgery Center in 
Edison NJ. 
 
Due to Covid 19, our governing board made the decision to temporarily close the center. With 
the EO that was put in place last week, our patient volume was not significant enough to 
remain open. We have furloughed our entire staff at the center.  
 
We are closely monitoring how quickly our cash flow would burn and while it is hard to project 
this to a 'T', we are doing everything we can to preserve what we do have in anticipation that 
our collections will significantly decrease within the next few weeks. A deferral of the quarterly 
tax due in June would greatly impact the ability to keep the center afloat and help the center 
rebound financially. With this closure, it is possible that we would need to access an emergency 
line of credit to help sustain the center when we reopen.  
 
I hope you consider deferral of the June 2020 quarterly tax considering the debilitating effect 
Covid-19 has had in the ASC community. 
 
Thank you, 
Nicole Orlacchio 
Administrator 
Same Day Surgery Center 
225 May Street, Unit C 
Edison, NJ 08837 
(p) 732-661-0570 
(f) 732-661-0084 
norlacchio@uspi.com 
 

mailto:norlacchio@uspi.com


William Muhr, President and CEO 
South Jersey Radiology 
 

  
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
  
Just an update on my earlier email. 
 
Our volumes have declined to 35% of normal as of Wednesday. I expect Thursday to look worse 
once the final numbers are in. 
 
We have increased our layoffs to 61% of staff. 
 
The State must act to help providers.  The ambulatory tax should be suspended for all of 2020 
and first quarter tax refunded to assist practices. 
 
Best, 
 
Bill Muhr 
 



Kathy Shadiack 
Suburban Endoscopy Center 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
I am currently an Administrator at Suburban Endoscopy Center in Verona, NJ.  This center is a 
well-run profitable center since 2003 until the COVID19 pandemic came to New Jersey.   
 
As of Monday, March 23, 2020 the Board of Directors decided to begin to refer only doing 
emergent cases to the center. Our patient volume has decreased by 95% instantly.  Friday, 
March 27, 2020 was the worst day in my professional career.  USPI (our corporate partner) 
implemented a companywide furlough.  I was given the administrative duty to inform my hard 
working dedicated staff that an unpaid furlough was necessary immediately. Any remaining 
employees were able to accept a significant salary reduction.   
 
Immediately I began the hard work of calling vendors, the landlord, and banks to ask for 
deferments on payments to help us maintain a cash flow.  We had just paid our tax assessment 
in March before we were hit with this pandemic.  It is due again in June.  I am hoping that you 
can have the ASC tax assessment deferred as many of my vendors have done.  Without a 
reduction and/or deferment it will be hard to get the center operational again. There is a need 
for emergency lines of credit to sustain this business.      
 
In closing, I know that everyone is feeling hardship at this time.  Any help in this matter would 
be greatly appreciated.   
 
Kathy Shadiack 
Adminstrator 
Suburban Endoscopy Center 
799 Bloomfield Avenue 
Verona, NJ 07044 
201 747-9962 
 



Lisa M Davis RN BSN MSN 
Surgical Specialists at Princeton 
 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
Thank you for being a voice for the ASCs.  
 
Surgical Specialists at Princeton due to this unforeseen deadly pandemic has needed to scale 
back significantly versus completely close. We have gone from 5 days a week to 1 to 2 days a 
week. Our volume has decreased from 45 to 50 pts per day to 10 to 12pts a day. This may 
become less as executive orders currently mandate the centers' functionality. In light of the 
uncertainty of this pandemic, we need to streamline costs, supplies and personnel. 
 
I implore you to please consider a deferment of the center's June 15th tax payment. It would 
mean a lot to the center's current and in the very near futures bottom-line. 
 
Thank You for your consideration in this extremely critical matter. 
 
Wishing You Good Health, 
 Lisa 
 
Lisa M Davis RN BSN MSN 
Administrator 
Surgical Specialists at Princeton 
136 Main Street Suite 100 
Princeton NJ 08540  
Sent from my Sprint tablet 



 

Mary Beth Guilbert RN, MA 
The Stone Center of NJ 
 
 

 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
The Stone Center, an ambulatory care facility, licensed to perform lithotripsy, was mandated to 
cease operations indefinitely in our clinical facility in Newark by Governor Murphy on Friday, 
March 27 at 5pm.  The service provided by The Stone Center is not “urgent” yet quite unique. 
The Stone Center is one of only two fixed site facilities in the state licensed to perform 
lithotripsy.  The service is offered at other healthcare facilities, usually on a monthly basis.  The 
Stone Center hopes to be operational as soon as possible so that patients who have been 
waiting for the procedure during the time the Center has been closed, can be treated.  In order 
to be operational, employees and supplies will need to be paid.  Payment of the ASF tax in June 
will create hardship in meeting these essential costs.  
 
This closure has impacted day to day operations. Because of the outbreak, The Stone Center 
cannot treat patients, thus cannot generate revenue 
 
The assessment is based on previous year’s revenue.  Next year the assessment most surely will 
decrease.  It would be beneficial to lessen the burden of paying the assessment now and 
instead, at the very least, smooth out the payments over the next 18 months. 
 
I respectfully request that the ACF tax be deferred so that The Stone Center can meet the 
current demand to take care of our employees and have the ability to procure supplies in 
anticipation of treating patients. The assessed tax amount will drain The Stone Center of funds 
that can be utilized for operational expenses. 
 
Please contact me or Kelly Snyder, CFO if you have any questions.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
 
 
Mary Beth Guilbert RN, MA 
Chief Operating Officer 
The Stone Center of NJ 
830 Morris Turnpike 
Short Hills, NJ 07078 
973-564-5642 (Office) 
973-477-3319 (Cell) 
 

 







Fiona Stephan 
Vanguard ASC 
 
 
Dear Medical Society of New Jersey,  
 
We are experiencing an extreme hardship at Vanguard ASC, LLC.  As a small center, we rely on 
our case volume as revenue.   As of March 13, 2020; we have only performed a handful of cases 
that have met the criteria Governor Murphy has set forth in EO-109.  As of March 27, 2020; we 
have furloughed our staff and will be paying their medical and dental benefits.  This week 
March 30th we only had one small case that meets the criteria set forth by the Governor.  
 
This will result in a negative cash flow and it will be a hardship to pay any bills.  We are hoping 
due to these unforeseen circumstances that you would offer tax relief to our Surgical Center 
and grant us an extension or a reduction in responsibility.   
 
Respectively, 
 
Fiona Stephan RN, CNOR,  
Administrator/DON 
Vanguard ASC, LLC 
201-291-9100 
 



 66 Sunset Strip, Suite 101 

Succasunna, New Jersey 07876 

                                                                                                      P. 862-244-8100 F. 862-244-8101 
 

 
To Whom it may Concern 
 
We are a 2 room OR with 4 pre op beds and 4 PACU Beds licensed in the state of NJ, Certified by 
Medicare and accredited by AAAHC. 
Our specialties include Ophthalmology, Pain management, Ortho, General and Podiatry. 
Due to the COVID virus and the governor’s order not perform elective cases, our board elected to 
close the center and terminate all staff except for 4 people. 
In February, we added a new physician (Ophthalmology) that required us to increase staffing and 
supplies to accommodate his large volume.  We are now left with drugs and supplies that may 
expire not only for him but for all other specialties. 
Yesterday I performed an inventory of drugs that will not be able to be used due to expiration in the 
next 2 months- the cost will be several thousand collars alone- We haven’t even gotten to the other 
items such as implants and sterile supplies.  
We currently have 1 billing person on site to capture any revenue left on the table from previous 
months-It may be only enough to cover our small payroll and some limited A/P. 
The ASC tax will cripple us even more if we have to send it at this time. 
We are also sharing and donating a lot of our supplies to a local hospital that will need to be 
replaced when we are open. 
I think we should get a tax credit on the ASC tax for our support.  
Our rent still has to be paid. Leases. Linen bills. Insurances.  Plus, so much more  
Also, when we can finally open, we will need to restore equipment and restock all expired items. 
Out startup costs will be in the thousands 
The ASC tax could not happen at a worse time for us! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Bonnie Lavoie RN 
VP Operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surgery Center 

 




